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YOLANDA SMILEZ

      Yolanda Smilez, is a nationally rec-
ognized comedian, radio person-
ality, highly sought after host and 
the founder of the ROC Awards. 
With much talent to her cred-
it, she ventured into the world 
of authorship in 2016. She will 
release her debut novel, under her 
professional brand, Smilez Enter-
tainment, in April 2018, titled Big 
Momma is the True Trap Queen.

       Hailing from the Flower City, 
Rochester NY, Yolanda Smilez be-

gan her career as a comedian 8 years ago and hasn’t looked back. With 
the ability to humor anyone from a child to an adult, she has traveled 
the country doing what she loves.  She has performed as the opening 
act for many well-respected comedians; headlined her own comedy 
specials and built a platform that she uses to help push and promote 
other up and coming comedians. 
       While establishing her presence in Rochester and abroad, she had 
taken notice of the talented members of her community; those that 
were working hard on their respective crafts with little to no recogni-
tion for it. From that, the first ROC Awards was birthed in 2012. Opening 
to rave reviews, the ROC Awards, under her leadership, entered into 
its 8th year in Feb 23, 2020. The Award show continues to grow in the 
number of categories presented, in attendance and support. 
       Recently she has commissioned the youth of Rochester to be a 
huge part of the production of the ROC Awards, withROC Award Cares. 
Partnering with the City of Rochester, she allows the kids to obtain the 
experience of building the set, assisting with producing the show and 
all other aspects. The kids gain valuable experience, learning the intri-
cate details of a production show and earning a paycheck from the time 
put into the ROC Awards. If there wasn’t more to her credit, Yolanda is 
also the co-founder of the Ms. Kurvie NY Pageant, which celebrates the 
beauty, talent and uniqueness of Kurvie women. With love shown to 
the Kurvie women in NY, the pageant recently expanded into the states 
of Texas and North Carolina.
       Yolanda uses her life as the backdrop to all she does, which allows 
people to see the authentic person she is. To know her is to love her. 
        Yolanda lives in Rochester NY with her family. Her mission state-
ment :No matter what you been or going through you will smile again!
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THE SCOTTS

    

Saturdays are a madhouse at the Scott’s II stand at the Rochester 
Public Market. There’s a nearly constant line of 10 to 15 people waiting 
for what many would argue is Rochester’s best breakfast sandwich 
— a grilled Martusciello’s roll filled with fried egg, a slice of American 
cheese and three strips of bacon, perfectly crisp, protruding from both 
sides of the roll. 
    Jannie Scott Thornton and Roosevelt Scott were born in South 
Carolina; the family had eight children. Their parents were farmers, 
and the children would get up early to complete their chores before 
school. The brothers and sisters gradually made their way to Rochester 
for jobs; Jannie arrived in 1965. 
    All eight siblings now reside in the city of Rochester. Jannie and her 
husband, Jack Thornton, rented the stand, and the youngest of the 
eight Scott children — Ola, Roosevelt and Jannie — opened Scott’s 
original stand in 1991. A year later, they bought a different stand, call-
ing it Scott’s II. ”We love people and we show that love,” Jannie said. 
    The stand’s regulars agree that Scott’s is special for more than just 
its food. Among them are Jennifer and Lambert Hoch, who have visit-
ed for breakfast nearly every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday for the 
past 24 years. The last day for Scott’s II will be Dec. 21,
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    Devon Reynolds Master Barber & Co owner of Brothers & Sisters 
Unisex Salon, known for my indefatigable contributions to the Com-
munity I reside and serve. Turning my business until a Community 
Outreach Center where knowledge and information is administered. 
    From community forums that we host at our salon every 2nd Sun-
day of the month, where I invite financial advisors (Stocks & Bonds 
classes), medical physicians, therapists and other influential speakers 
to come inform & alleviate concerns or burdens the community may 
have. Roc Awards Humanitarian of the Year 2020.

Rochester Business Journal Rochester Forty Under 40 2019 (first bar-
ber and salon to make the list in 25years) 

Neighborhood Works Rochester Community Leader 2019
Roc Black Business Honoree 2019
ESL Thomas Jefferson Award 2018

Youth Service Quality Council of Rochester Community Champion 
2018

DEVON REYNOLDS
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Anthony L Hall is 
a devoted father, 
brother, friend 
and most impor-
tantly a man of 
GOD. Anthony 

has five wonderful children that he LOVES. Anthony believes that 
it is a man’s responsibility to assume responsibility for all. Anyone 
around him knows the willingness he has to help people become 
the best version of themselves especially males.
    Mr. Hall is a servant to his community, 10 years ago he started an 
organization called B.O.O.K.B.A.G.S Express to engage the community 
in positive events that are community driven. Each year in August 
his organization has put together a back to school event that 
started in 2009 since than it has grown, over 12,000 book bags filled 
with supplies has been given away. The organization also added the 
Delaine Cook-Green Academic scholarship which is awarded to a 
graduating senior. This is one of the many events his organization 
hosted for our community.  
    Mr. Hall has been the recipient of many awards and have taken 
part in many panel discussions regarding poverty, education, vio-
lence among youth and racism.
Mr. Hall previously worked for the city of Rochester Pathways to 
Peace program as a Youth Intervention Gang Specialist. Where he 
lead the charge on combating youth/adult violence in city of Roch-
ester.
    Anthony Hall currently is a Dean at Vertus Charter School.  
Mr. Hall has been a head coach in multiple sports such as basketball, 
football and lacrosse.  Anthony knows sports can be vehicle to build 
character self-worth teamwork and to help young people stay on 
the course of education and self-pride.
    Anthony ran for school board commissioner in 2019, he is the 
voice for the voiceless in this community, he is a champion for 
change, love and speaking truth to power.  He pours his all into his 
community.

ANTHONY HALL



    Johnnita Bennett is 
the Director and Found-
er of Jah’s Kids and has 
been employed by the 
Rochester City School 
District for 28 years. The 
past thirteen years she 
has been in the position 
as Parent Liaison at 
George Mather Forbes 
School No. 4 where she has embraced the students, parents and the 
staff as her family. 
Early in Johnnita’s life, she was blessed and taught the gift of giving. 
This blessing and gift was the beginning of sowing in to the lives of 
many. 
    Over 20 years ago the Grass Roots effort of Jah’s Kids started in 
1997. Johnnita overheard a conversation of a co-worker who was 
distraught because the Christmas season was approaching and she 
had no means to get gifts for her five children. Johnnita was really 
bothered that the struggling parent could not provide her children 
with a decent Christmas. She took the initiative and went to speak 
with her mother, Vivian Jackson, that evening. Her mother’s re-
sponse was for her to ask the coworker for the size of clothing and 
shoes for her children. They went shopping for the five children and 
purchased clothes and toys. 
    Unfortunately, Johnnita’s mother passed the next year and in 
memory and honor of her mom’s awesome idea birthed, Jah’s Kids 
which has sponsored over 2,000 children and 40 full families in the 
City of Rochester and the surrounding areas as well as out of state 
so far. Jah’s Kids has also been instrumental in supplying applianc-
es, bedding, clothing and food to families outside of the Christmas 
season. JAH’s kids would NOT be what it is today without prayers, 
sponsors, volunteers, and donations.  
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    The daughter of Demond and 
Cratrina Meeks, Desmoni L. Meeks 
aka “Nina” is a 16 year old phenom-
enon who discovered her love for 
make- up artistry at 12 years old. 
She started teaching herself by 
watching YouTube videos and play-
ing with her mother’s make up. 
    At the age of 14, she branded 
herself “Nina on the Beat” and de-

cided to officially become an entrepreneur by attaining her DBA.
    She became the assistant and mentee of Master Make- up Art-
ist, Sophia Billotti and at the age of 15, Nina’s work was featured on 
the cover of Something 4 the Sister’s Magazine. The highlight of her 
career was when she did the Make Up for our very own, Mayor Lovely 
Warren for the State of the City Address in 2019. This summer, she 
attended a Master Make-Up Class by Rochester’s own Celebrity Make-
up Artist, Keita Moore, making her KilPrity certified.
    The youngest of 4 girls, an 11th grade dance major at the School of 
the Arts, a member of the Sweet Dancerz, a dance instructor for the 
younger Sweet Dancerz, and a Girl 
Scout...Desmoni is outgoing, talkative, 
humble and very loving. 
She is a leader in every since of the 
word and to know her is to love her. 
Her goals are to attend Johnson C 
Smith College as a business major, 
cosmetology school, and ultimately 
owning her own spa and salon.
    Her overall dream is to travel as 
a Celebrity Make- up Artist and her 
biggest aspiration is to serve as make 
-up artist for Beyonce! Desmoni truly 
exemplifies a RISING STAR!

DESMONI MEEKS
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Data Brillance Software LLC
Nathaniel’s Originals

Us Girlz Catering 
Textures Beauty Bar
CG Bounce of House

Ashes Makeup Artistry
Legacy Drama House

GoodKnews Photography
AG the Motivator
Salena Boykins, 

Realtor for Residential & Commercial 
Properties
R-Spirit

The Dominion Security Services
Brandy Brumfield




